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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/NO 03)00216 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Articie 14 are referred to in this report as "originaiiy fiied" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Ruies 70, 16 and 70. 17)f. 

Description^ Pages 

1-14 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 -8 filed with telefax on 1 9.03.2004 

Drawings, Sheets 

1 /2-2/2 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the intemational application was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or fumished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of the intemational search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andybr 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed In the international application, the 
intemational preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable fomi is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 



Fomi PCT^PEA/409 /Januarv 2004) 



^' INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/NO 03yD021 6 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing sucli amendments must be refened to under item 1 and annexed to tfiis 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: 

No: 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: 

No: 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: 

No: 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Claims 1-8 
Claims 

Claims 1-8 
Claims 

Claims 1-8 
Claims 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/NO03/0021 6 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



Ad V: 



Compared to the document US-A-61 46601 representing the nearest prior art, 
which describes the separation of Si-isotopes by addition of a complexing agent to 
silanes followed by a distillation, claim 1 as novel feature prescribes the 
separation of isotopes bonded to hydrogen in a chromatographic column. The 
novel feature provides a good mass separation factor and allows implementation 
In industrial scale separation. None of the documents cited in the search report 
mentions this specific feature so that claim 1 as non-obvious alternative fulfills the 
requirements of Article 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. The industrial applicability is evident 
(Article 33(4) PCT). 
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